
Who says it’s time to end the blockade against Cuba? 

 
 “It just rips me apart to know that there may be something out there that has the 
potential to save limbs and we can't get a chance to test it because of politics rather 
than public health.” 

— Dr. David Armstrong 
U.S. Surgeon 

 “I don’t know what’s going to happen, but I do know that it may be that American 
legs are being lost while Cuban legs are being saved because Washington agencies 
…won’t allow that medicine in.” 

— Dr. I. Kelman Cohen 
Professor Emeritus in Surgery 

Virginia Commonwealth University 
 

 According to the American Diabetes Association, more than 73,000 diabetics undergo 
amputations every year in the U.S. alone, or about one every seven minutes. 

 In 2006, Cuban researchers developed a drug Heberprot that has been proven to reduce 
the need for amputations.  

 Studies in peer reviewed journals say “the limb-saving medication has been 
administered to more than 170,000 patients in 23 countries.” 

 But not in the United States. Those 73,000 American diabetics sufferers have been 
denied access to the drug because the American embargo prevents the drug from being 
tested in the United States. 
 

*** 

 
“Investigators from around the world are trying to crack the nut of cancer. The Cubans 
are thinking in ways that are novel and clever.” 

—Thomas Rothstein 
Biologist 

Feinstein Institute for Medical Research 
 

 The American Cancer Society (ACS) estimates over 150,000 Americans die from 
lung cancer every year. 

 Cuban scientists have developed CimaVax, a lung cancer vaccine available for free 
in Cuba and administered to 5,000 lung cancer patients worldwide.  

 The drug blocks a hormone that causes lung cancer tumors to grow and has 
“proved particularly effective for increased survival if the study participant was 
younger than 60.” 

 

 

“Although President Obama has used his executive power to lift some 
restrictions against medical and research equipment, Congress must lift the 

Cuban embargo before collaborative research can ramp up.” 

 



 
 

Some of the companies, organizations, groups and individuals that have 
publicly called for ending the American embargo on Cuba: 
 American Farm Bureau Federation    

 American Society of Travel Agents    

 American Soybean Association    

 Atlantic Council    

 Business Roundtable    

 Cargill    

 Caterpillar    

 Cato Institute    

 Centre for Democracy in America    

 Chicago Foods   

 Coalition for Employment through Exports    

 Consumer Electronics Association    

 Corn Refiners Association    

 Council of the Americas 

 CubaNow 

 Cuba Study Group 

 Emergency Committee for American Trade    

 Grocery Manufacturers Association 

 Illinois Cuba Working Group    

 Illinois Soybean Growers   

 Illinois Farm Bureau    

 International Dairy Foods Association    

 Latin American National Association of Manufacturers 

 National Association of State Departments of Agriculture    

 National Association of Wheat Growers    

 National Barley Growers Association    

 National Chicken Council    

 National Corn Growers Association    

 National Council of Farmer Cooperatives    

 National Farmers Union    

 National Foreign Trade Council    

 National Grain and Feed Association    

 National Milk Producers Federation    

 National Oilseed Processors Association    

 National Sorghum Producers    

 National Turkey Federation    

 New York Times 

 North American Export Grain Association    



 North American Meat Institute    

 Organization for International Investment in the United States 

 Soyfoods Association of North America    

 Proctor & Gamble   

 Service Employees International Union    

 Smithfield Foods    

 USA@*Engage    

 US Canola Association    

 US Chamber of Commerce    

 U.S. Council for International Business    

 US Dairy Export Council    

 US Dry Bean Council    

 US Soybean Export Council    

 US Wheat Associates    

 USA Rice Federation      
 

Some of the U.S. politicians and public figures who have called for an end 
to the embargo. 

 Rep Kathy Castor, D-Florida 
o In July 2015, introduced the "Cuba Trade Act of 2015" that removes the 

long-standing restrictions on American businesses from trading with Cuba 
and American citizens from traveling there. 

 Rep. Jason Chaffetz, R-Utah 

 Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, D 
o  “The Cuban people have waited long enough for progress to come.” 

 Rep. Rodney Davis, R-Illinois 
o "Illinois stands to gain from leaps and bounds with the ability to sell our 

crops.” 

 Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Illinois. 

 Sen. Mike Enzi, R-Wyoming 

 Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Minnesota 
o In July 2015, introduced the "Cuba Trade Act of 2015" that removes the 

long-standing restrictions on American businesses from trading with Cuba 
and American citizens from traveling there. 

 Rep. Jeff Flake, R-Arizona 
o  “My sense is that most of my colleagues think we’re long past due” 

 Carlos Gutierrez , former Bush Commerce Secretary and Cuban-American: 
o “America Must Look To The Future…And Pursue This Opportunity To 

Assist Cubans In Building A New Economy.” 

 Sen. Angus King, Independent-Maine 
o Co-sponsored legislation that would restore trade with Cuba. 

 Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minnesota  



o In February 2015, introduced legislation to lift the trade embargo. 

 Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vermont 

 Sen. Claire McCaskill,  D- Missouri 

 Sen. Jerry Moran, R-Kansas 
o Co-sponsored legislation that would restore trade with Cuba. 

 Sen. Debbie Stabenow, D-Michigan 

 Sen. Mark Warner, D- Virginia 
 
 


