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Background and Talking Points (for Republican offices) 

 

 

Which pieces of legislation are currently important to the Cuba debate? 

In the current Congress there are a variety of bills to end the blockade on Cuba. There are three pieces of legislation that 

are particularly strategic and important:  

 On January 29, 2015, Senator Jeff Flake (R-AZ) and a bipartisan group of Senators introduced the Freedom to 
Travel to Cuba Act (S 299) in the Senate.  

 On February 2, Congressman Mark Sanford (R-SC) and a bipartisan group introduced an identical bill (HR 664) in 
the House of Representatives.  

 On February 12, Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) and a bipartisan group of Senators introduced the Freedom to 
Export to Cuba Act (S 491) in the Senate.  
 

S 299 and HR 664 would both end the ban on travel to Cuba, while S 491 would end restrictions on trade with Cuba. 

Taken together, the bills would end the economic blockade.  

It’s important that Republican congressional offices are educated about the positive benefits of ending the embargo 

and encouraged to cosponsor these bills.   

 

 
Why should we end the blockade on Cuba?   

 

 

For fifty years, U.S. policy toward Cuba—diplomatic isolation and economic sanctions—has hurt the people of Cuba 

while also harming the U.S. national interest. 

That is why a growing majority of people from the United States want all U.S. citizens to have the right to travel to Cuba 

and freedom to trade with Cuba as part of a new policy based on engaging with the Cuban people freely and respecting 

their right to self-determination.   

1. Even if it's easier, there are still restrictions and requirements for U.S. citizens to travel to Cuba.  These travel 
restrictions are inconsistent with U.S. policy on citizen travel to other countries. U.S. citizens, barred from 
traveling freely to Cuba, are even allowed to travel to other communist nations, including China and Vietnam. 
Cuba is the only country in the world to which U.S. citizens cannot travel without special government permission.  

 
2. Ending the Blockade would be good for the U.S. economy; it would expand demand for U.S. products, help the 

tourist travel and airline industries, and create jobs for people living in the United States.  
 

 Experts estimate that the blockade costs the U.S. economy over $1 billion annually and that ending the 
restrictions could create thousands of jobs for people living in the United States.1 
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 A 2007 study produced by the U.S. International Trade Commission (USITC) found that if travel restrictions 
for all U.S. citizens were lifted, the influx of U.S. visitors would significantly boost demand for imported 
agricultural products, particularly high-end products for the tourist sector.2  A 2009 update to the USITC 
report estimated that if U.S. restrictions on financing and travel had been lifted in 2008, U.S. agricultural 
exports to Cuba would have increased between $216 million and $478 million, and the U.S. share of Cuba’s 
agricultural imports would have increased from 38 percent to between 49 percent and 64 percent.3 

 

3. U.S. citizens are denied access to cutting-edge medicines produced in Cuba.   

 The blockade has deprived U.S. citizens of Cuba’s medical breakthroughs. Cuba has developed the first 
meningitis B vaccine.  Most recently Cuba released CimaVax EGF, the first vaccine for lung cancer. The drug 
extends life in lung cancer patients and can ease breathing and restore appetite. And Citoprot-P, for the 
treatment of advanced diabetic foot ulcers, prevents amputation which threatens a large percentage of the 
population living with diabetes in the US.  

 
4. The embargo harms the people of Cuba, not the government as the US intended.  

 

 Cubans are denied access to technology, medicine, affordable food, and other goods that could be available 
to them if the United States lifted the embargo. A report by the American Association for World Health found 
that doctors in Cuba have access to less than 50% of the drugs on the world market, and that food shortages 
led to a 33% drop in caloric intake between 1989 and 1993. The report stated, "it is our expert medical 
opinion that the US embargo has caused a significant rise in suffering-and even deaths-in Cuba."4 Amnesty 
International reported in 2011 that "treatments for children and young people with bone cancer... [and] 
antiretroviral drugs used to treat children with HIV/AIDS" were not readily available with the embargo in 
place because "they were commercialized under US patents."5 

 

5. The U.S. sanctions make the U.S. look stubborn and childish in the eyes of the world. During his March 2012 
visit to the island, Pope Benedict XVI said the blockade "unfairly burdens" the Cuban people.6  For the past 23 
years, the United Nations has held a vote condemning the U.S. blockade of Cuba.  In 2015 the vote was 188-2 
(the U.S. and Israel versus the world).  It is difficult to take a high moral ground in other aspects of U.S. policy, 
while this blockade continues. 

 

6. A majority of people living in the United States (including Cuban Americans, Republicans, and Floridians) 
support unrestricted trade and travel to Cuba for all U.S. residents.   

 
Public opinion polls have long shown that most people living in the U.S. object to restrictions on travel and trade 

with Cuba. 

 In March, 2016, a poll that found sixty-two percent of people in the U.S. said reopening ties would be mostly 

good for the United States.  
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 Since last year, more than half the Cuban-Americans living  in the U.S. support the Obama administration's 

decision to normalize relations with Cuba 

 According to a CBS News poll7 released the week after the normalization of relations was announced in 

December 2014, 77% of people in the U.S. think that the ban on travel should be lifted. 

 Support is wide-ranging and bipartisan: a Washington Post-ABC News poll8 released on December 23, 2014 
showed that 74% of people in the U.S. support ending travel restrictions to Cuba, including 64% of 
Republicans 

 
Proponents of the blockade like to argue that the Cuban-American community in Florida wants to maintain the 

blockade. But demographic changes have shifted public opinion among Cuban Americans.  

 Since 1994, Florida International University (FIU)9 has carried out a biannual poll on the attitudes of Cuban 
Americans in Miami-Dade County toward U.S.-Cuba policy. In 2014, the poll found that the majority of 
Cuban Americans now support engagement, not isolation: 

o 71% express the view that the blockade was “not working at all” or “not very well” 

o 69% favor unrestricted travel by all Americans to Cuba 

Florida voters more generally are also fed up with a failed approach to Cuba.  

 According to a 2014 poll carried out by the Atlantic Council10, Floridians were actually more likely than other 

people living in the U.S. to support engagement, travel, and trade, and 67% of Floridians support removing 

all travel restrictions (an increase of 6 points over support nationwide, which is 61%) 

 
Adapted from materials prepared by and reproduced with permission from the 
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