
H.R.664 - Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act of 2015 
Sponsor: Rep. Sanford, Mark [R-SC-1] (Introduced 02/02/2015) 

Jan. 29, 2015 WASHINGTON, D.C. – In the House of Representatives, Congressman Mark Sanford (SC-01) and 

Congressman Jim McGovern (MA-02) will introduce on Monday the “Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act of 2015.” It 

is the companion bill to its Senate counterpart introduced today by Jeff Flake (AZ) and Patrick Leahy (VT). The 

bill simply removes the travel ban to Cuba that has been in place for more than 50 years.  

Doing so is important because President Obama’s lifting of the travel ban might last only for the remaining 23 

months of his Presidency, while every American’s constitutionally guaranteed right to travel should last through 

the whole of one’s life.  

Our Founding Fathers were very deliberate in constructing the Fifth Amendment to promise liberty to every 

American citizen, and the most basic of all liberties rests in the right to come and go without the sanction and 

control of government. The Treasury Department’s travel restrictions were born of the Cold War and the threat of 

Communism in the early 1960’s. They were put in place in 1963 and given that this time has passed, so too should 

this travel moratorium.  Cuba currently is the only country on earth to which our federal government prohibits 

travel.  

“Unless there is an overwhelming threat to national security, every United States citizen has the constitutional right 

to free travel as they, not the federal government, see fit. In this regard, I believe this issue is important in the 

unending fight to protect and defend American liberties too often threatened by federal power,” Sanford said. 

Rep. McGovern added, “The travel ban has long been among the worst of a misguided set of Cuba policies. The 

notion that the United States government can tell law-abiding, tax-paying citizens where they can and cannot travel 

is deeply offensive to our principles and our heritage.” 

Committees: House - Foreign Affairs 

Latest Action: 03/20/2015 Referred to the Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere. 

Cosponsors: 

Rep. Chaffetz, Jason [R-UT-3]* 

Rep. Lee, Barbara [D-CA-13]* 

Rep. Cramer, Kevin [R-ND-At Large]* 

Rep. Rangel, Charles B. [D-NY-13]* 

Rep. Castor, Kathy [D-FL-14] 

Rep. DeLauro, Rosa L. [D-CT-3] 

Rep. Farr, Sam [D-CA-20] 

Rep. Van Hollen, Chris [D-MD-8] 

Rep. Velazquez, Nydia M. [D-NY-7] 

Rep. Welch, Peter [D-VT-At Large] 

Rep. Massie, Thomas [R-KY-4] 

Rep. Jones, Walter B., Jr. [R-NC-3] 

Rep. Lummis, Cynthia M. [R-WY-At Large] 

Rep. O'Rourke, Beto [D-TX-16] 

Rep. Ellison, Keith [D-MN-5] 

Rep. DeFazio, Peter A. [D-OR-4] 

Rep. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] 

Rep. Waters, Maxine [D-CA-43] 

Rep. Jackson Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] 

Rep. Johnson, Henry C. "Hank," Jr. [D-GA-4] 

Rep. Rush, Bobby L. [D-IL-1] 

Rep. Honda, Michael M. [D-CA-17] 

Rep. Walz, Timothy J. [D-MN-1] 

Rep. Israel, Steve [D-NY-3] 

Rep. McDermott, Jim [D-WA-7] 

Rep. Thompson, Bennie G. [D-MS-2] 

Rep. Grijalva, Raul M. [D-AZ-3] 

Rep. Polis, Jared [D-CO-2] 

Rep. Emmer, Tom [R-MN-6] 

Rep. Huffman, Jared [D-CA-2] 

Rep. McCollum, Betty [D-MN-4] 

Rep. Jeffries, Hakeem S. [D-NY-8] 

Rep. Nadler, Jerrold [D-NY-10] 

Rep. Peterson, Collin C. [D-MN-7] 

Rep. Titus, Dina [D-NV-1] 

Rep. Tonko, Paul [D-NY-20] 

Rep. Clarke, Yvette D. [D-NY-9] 

Rep. Ashford, Brad [D-NE-2] 

Rep. Ribble, Reid J. [R-WI-8] 
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House: HR 3238 Cuba Trade Act of 2015 

Sponsored by Rep. Tom Emmer (R-MN) 

https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/114/hr3238#  
July 28, 2015  

Washington, D.C. --  Congressman Tom Emmer (R-MN) and Congresswoman Kathy Castor (D-FL), along 

with Congressmen Abraham, Amash, Boustany, Ribble, and Sanford, today introduced the Cuba Trade Act of 2015. This 

legislation would lift the Cuba embargo and allow for businesses in the private sector to trade freely with Cuba, while 

prohibiting taxpayer funds to be used on promotion or development of this new market. 

  

“Today marks a new and exciting chapter for the U.S. - Cuba relationship,” said Emmer. “The American people 

overwhelmingly support lifting the Cuba embargo. Along with the Cuban people, Americans are ready for a fresh start 

and new opportunities for increasing trade, advancing the cause of human rights and ushering in direly needed reforms. 

This legislation will improve our position within the region, giving the U.S. a seat at the table and increased leverage as 

we support political transformations beginning to occur in Cuba. The time has come for a change in our policy towards 

Cuba, and I am ready to work with my colleagues in Congress on policies that are beneficial to both the American and 

Cuban people.” 

  

“The United States and Cuba have taken historic actions this year to set our countries on a more productive path forward 

for citizens of both nations and turn the page on the outdated 50 year policy of isolation,” Castor said. “Today, I am proud 

to join Rep. Emmer in taking the next step in introducing legislation to lift the embargo. This important step forward will 

advance human rights and lift the fortunes of families and entrepreneurs on both sides of the Florida straits. Lifting the 

embargo and reestablishing historic trade ties with Cuba will be a boost to our port and local small businesses in Tampa 

Bay. I look forward to working with my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to advance this policy of engagement that 

will not only provide an economic boost here at home, but will also help the Cuban economy and its people flourish.” 

  

https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/114/hr3238


S.299 - Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act of 2015 
Sponsor: Sen. Flake, Jeff [R-AZ] (Introduced 01/29/2015) 

Jan. 29, 2015 Washington, D.C. – U.S. Sen. Jeff Flake (R-AZ) today joined U.S. Sens. Patrick Leahy (D-VT), Jerry 

Moran (R-KS), Dick Durbin (D-IL), Mike Enzi (R-WY), Tom Udall (D-NM), John Boozman (R-AR), and Sheldon 

Whitehouse (D-RI) to introduce S. 299, the Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act. 

The bipartisan bill would end restrictions in laws enacted in 1996 and 2000 on travel by American citizens and legal 

residents to Cuba – restrictions that do not exist for travel by Americans to any other country in the world. The bill would 

also end restrictions on related transactions incident to such travel, such as banking transactions. 

The four Republican and four Democrat sponsors introduced the legislation with the belief that the exchange of ideas and 

values via people-to-people travel can have a far greater, positive impact than the decades-old failed policy of isolation. 

Committees: Senate - Foreign Relations 

Latest Action: 01/29/2015 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Cosponsor  

Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT].  

Sen. Moran, Jerry [R-KS]*  

Sen. Durbin, Richard [D-IL]*  

Sen. Enzi, Michael B. [R-WY]  

Sen. Udall, Tom [D-NM]*  

Sen. Boozman, John [R-AR]*  

Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI]*  

Sen. Carper, Thomas R. [D-DE]*  

Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN]  

Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA]  

Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI]  

Sen. Stabenow, Debbie [D-MI]  

Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME]  

Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR]  

Sen. Paul, Rand [R-KY]  

Sen. Murphy, Christopher S. [D-CT]  

Sen. Cardin, Benjamin L. [D-MD]  

Sen. Coons, Christopher A. [D-DE]  

Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA]  

Sen. Shaheen, Jeanne [D-NH]  

Sen. Brown, Sherrod [D-OH]  

Sen. Hirono, Mazie K. [D-HI]  

Sen. Schatz, Brian [D-HI]  

Sen. Baldwin, Tammy [D-WI]  

Sen. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA]  

Sen. Heitkamp, Heidi [D-ND]  

Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT]  

Sen. McCaskill, Claire [D-MO]  

Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR]  

Sen. Kaine, Tim [D-VA]  

Sen. King, Angus S., Jr. [I-ME]  

Sen. Franken, Al [D-MN]  

Sen. Warren, Elizabeth [D-MA]  

Sen. Bennet, Michael F. [D-CO]  

Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT]  

Sen. Heinrich, Martin [D-NM]  

Sen. Warner, Mark R. [D-VA]  

Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT]  

Sen. Cantwell, Maria [D-WA]  

Sen. Roberts, Pat [R-KS]  

Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA]  

Sen. Mikulski, Barbara A. [D-MD]  

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY]  

Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY]  

Sen. Heller, Dean [R-NV]  

 

 

  

http://www.flake.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/06b306c3-ba03-4c9f-a306-22e0a15ee117/freedom-to-travel-to-cuba-act.pdf


Senate: S 1543  Cuba Trade Act of 2015 
Sponsored: Senator Jerry Moran (R-KS) and Senator Angus King (I-ME) 

June 11, 2015  WASHINGTON – U.S. Senator Jerry Moran (R-Kan.) and U.S. Senator Angus King (I-Maine) today 

introduced legislation to restore trade with Cuba. The Cuba Trade Act of 2015 (S. 1543) would grant the private sector the 

freedom to export U.S. goods and services to Cuba while protecting U.S. taxpayers from any risk or exposure associated 

with such trade. 

“I am proud to have my colleague Senator King join me in introducing the Cuba Trade Act of 2015,” Sen. Moran said. 

“Cuba is only 90 miles from our border, making it a natural market for our nation’s farmers and ranchers. By lifting the 

embargo and opening up the market for U.S. agricultural commodities, we will not only boost the U.S. economy but also 

help bring about reforms in the repressive Cuban government. I am hopeful that increasing the standard of living among 

Cuban citizens will enable them to make greater demands on their own government to increase individual and political 

rights.” 

“For far too long, the Cuban people and American businesses have suffered at the hands of an antiquated trade embargo,” 

Sen. King said. “Like the Cold War that created it, the embargo should be put in the history books. The Cuba Trade Act 

would finally end our outdated embargo policy and establish a new economic relationship with Cuba that will support 

increased trade for American businesses and help the Cuban economy and its people to flourish. It’s past time we take this 

step forward, and I hope Congress will act to help bring our relationship with Cuba into the 21st century.” 

S. 1543 would: 

 Lift the Cuba trade embargo to allow farmers, ranchers, small businesses and other private sector industries to 

freely conduct business with the island nation; 

 Grant U.S. financial institutions the freedom to extend credit to Cuba, while ensuring there is no financial risk to 

federal taxpayers; and 

 Maintain the current restrictions on federal taxpayer funds being used for trade promotion or market development 

in Cuba, while explicitly allowing private funds – including producer-funded checkoff programs – to be used for 

such purposes. 

Nearly 150 U.S. organizations have voiced their strong support for commonsense reforms related to U.S.-Cuba relations 

including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the American Farm Bureau Federation, the National Foreign Trade Council, 

the U.S. Agriculture Coalition for Cuba, the National Association of Wheat Growers and the National Farmers Union. 

Sen. Moran has long fought for commonsense changes to U.S. trade policy with Cuba, which must import the vast 

majority of its food, to open up more markets for American farmers and ranchers. In July 2000, an amendment 

(H.Amdt.1031 to H.R.4871) offered by then Rep. Moran prohibiting funds from being used to enforce sanctions for food, 

medicine and agriculture products in a sale to Cuba passed the House of Representatives (301-116). The adoption of this 

amendment opened another needed market to farmers throughout the country. Unfortunately, changes in regulations by 

the U.S. Department of the Treasury in 2005 once again severely restricted this market for U.S. agriculture producers. 

Since that time, Sen. Moran has continued to fight to enable farmers and ranchers to compete on a level playing field with 

foreign competitors when trading with Cuba.    

Sens. Moran and King are also sponsors of The Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act of 2015 (S. 299), which would loosen 

travel restrictions to Cuba and remove restrictions on banking transactions incidental to travel that have long been unfairly 

imposed on American citizens. 

Latest Action: 06/10/2015 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

Cosponsors: 

Sen. King, Angus S., Jr. [I-ME]*  

Sen. Boozman, John [R-AR]  
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